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§ 312.52 Transfer of obligations to a
contract research organization.

(a) A sponsor may transfer respon-
sibility for any or all of the obligations
set forth in this part to a contract re-
search organization. Any such transfer
shall be described in writing. If not all
obligations are transferred, the writing
is required to describe each of the obli-
gations being assumed by the contract
research organization. If all obligations
are transferred, a general statement
that all obligations have been trans-
ferred is acceptable. Any obligation not
covered by the written description
shall be deemed not to have been trans-
ferred.

(b) A contract research organization
that assumes any obligation of a spon-
sor shall comply with the specific regu-
lations in this chapter applicable to
this obligation and shall be subject to
the same regulatory action as a spon-
sor for failure to comply with any obli-
gation assumed under these regula-
tions. Thus, all references to ‘‘sponsor’’
in this part apply to a contract re-
search organization to the extent that
it assumes one or more obligations of
the sponsor.

§ 312.53 Selecting investigators and
monitors.

(a) Selecting investigators. A sponsor
shall select only investigators qualified
by training and experience as appro-
priate experts to investigate the drug.

(b) Control of drug. A sponsor shall
ship investigational new drugs only to
investigators participating in the in-
vestigation.

(c) Obtaining information from the in-
vestigator. Before permitting an inves-
tigator to begin participation in an in-
vestigation, the sponsor shall obtain
the following:

(1) A signed investigator statement
(Form FDA–1572) containing:

(i) The name and address of the in-
vestigator;

(ii) The name and code number, if
any, of the protocol(s) in the IND iden-
tifying the study(ies) to be conducted
by the investigator;

(iii) The name and address of any
medical school, hospital, or other re-
search facility where the clinical inves-
tigation(s) will be conducted;

(iv) The name and address of any
clinical laboratory facilities to be used
in the study;

(v) The name and address of the IRB
that is responsible for review and ap-
proval of the study(ies);

(vi) A commitment by the investiga-
tor that he or she:

(a) Will conduct the study(ies) in ac-
cordance with the relevant, current
protocol(s) and will only make changes
in a protocol after notifying the spon-
sor, except when necessary to protect
the safety, the rights, or welfare of
subjects;

(b) Will comply with all requirements
regarding the obligations of clinical in-
vestigators and all other pertinent re-
quirements in this part;

(c) Will personally conduct or super-
vise the described investigation(s);

(d) Will inform any potential subjects
that the drugs are being used for inves-
tigational purposes and will ensure
that the requirements relating to ob-
taining informed consent (21 CFR part
50) and institutional review board re-
view and approval (21 CFR part 56) are
met;

(e) Will report to the sponsor adverse
experiences that occur in the course of
the investigation(s) in accordance with
§ 312.64;

(f) Has read and understands the in-
formation in the investigator’s bro-
chure, including the potential risks
and side effects of the drug; and

(g) Will ensure that all associates,
colleagues, and employees assisting in
the conduct of the study(ies) are in-
formed about their obligations in
meeting the above commitments.

(vii) A commitment by the investiga-
tor that, for an investigation subject to
an institutional review requirement
under part 56, an IRB that complies
with the requirements of that part will
be responsible for the initial and con-
tinuing review and approval of the clin-
ical investigation and that the inves-
tigator will promptly report to the IRB
all changes in the research activity and
all unanticipated problems involving
risks to human subjects or others, and
will not make any changes in the re-
search without IRB approval, except
where necessary to eliminate apparent
immediate hazards to the human sub-
jects.
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